Massive hemobilia and papillomatosis of the gallbladder in metachromatic leukodystrophy: a life-threatening condition.
Polyposis of the gallbladder is rare during childhood. This condition can be associated with three other conditions: metachromatic leukodystrophy, Peutz-Jeghers' syndrome, and pancreaticobiliary maljunction. We report the case of a child with hemobilia in metachromatic leukodystrophy, which rendered cholecystectomy necessary. Macroscopically, the gallbladder measured 4.6 cm in length and showed an opaque serous surface and focal brown petechiae. Moreover, a yellow polypoid lesion of 2 cm in diameter and a diffuse thickening of the fundus wall were observed. Many reports describe the importance of the association of gallbladder papillomatosis with metachromatic leukodystrophy, but only three cases presented with massive intestinal bleeding, such as our young patient had. It is thus imperative that this life-threatening condition should be well known.